
 

  
  University of New Hampshire 

Hosted by: Communication and Deliberation Across Differences 

November 7th, 2022 

 

Ground Rules: 
• Be authentic, inclusive, and 

respectful in your engagement 
• Listen to appreciate another’s 
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• Uphold and appreciate the 
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Election 2022: An Interactive Dialogue on 
Voting Rights, Responsibilities, Civic Duty 



  

What We Vote For and How We Vote 

 

 

 

 

General- Presidential  

Every 4 years (alternating with midterm 
elections) 

Midterm Election 

Every 4 years (alternating with presidential) 

Primary-State Level 

Every 2 years 

Local 
Every year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways to 
Vote 

Absentee 

MaiI In 

Early In-Person 

In-Person 
Election Day 

 

Four Levels of Voting 

1 
 

Most states now offer some form of early 
voting, either by mail or in person. The 
rules vary by state. Mail-in ballots are 
available in all 50 states, but voters in 

some states are required to submit a valid 
excuse to receive one. Since the 2000s or 

earlier, voting by mail is the method in 
eight states. 

 

Who We Vote For 

1 

President 

 Every four years, limit two terms 

US Senate 

Every 2 years 

Term limit- 6 years 

US House of Representatives 

Every 2 years 

Term limit- 2 years 

State Legislature  
(House & Senate except Nebraska) 

Senate: 24 seats elected every 2 years (no limit)  

House: 400 seats elected every 2 years (no limit) 

State Governor 

Varies by state, NH elects every two years 

Local Town/City Council/Board 

Varies by ordinance 

Executive Council (NH only) 

Every two years 

 

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2022/politics/2022-midterm-election-calendar/
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2022/politics/2022-midterm-election-calendar/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

2 
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 "I think the system is 
cumbersome. There is a 

process for proving identity, 
citizenship, and age that could 
be streamlined and made less 
confusing for voters."  Deputy 

Town Clerk, Durham NH. 

22 

What are some of the 
challenges that 

discourage you from 
participating? 

Q: What obstacles 
have you faced when 

trying to vote?  
 

16 

17 

Why Don’t We Vote? 

Why do so few 
Americans 

vote? 



  

Which terms 
are less familiar 

to you? 

4 

5 

Electoral College  
 

Civic Duty 
 

Ballot Boxes 
 

Stolen Election 
 

National Election 
Day 

 

Democracy 

Literacy Test 

 

Voter Fraud 
 

Turnout 
 

Voter 
Suppression 

 

Suffrage 
 

Ballot Theft 
 

Reform 
 

Voting Rights Act 
 

Popular Vote 
 

Gerrymandering 
 

Language Matters 

Building a Shared Vocabulary 
 

Foreign 
Interference 

 

  Felon Disenfranchisement 
 

Voter ID 
 

Voter Roll Purge 
 

   Jim Crow 
 

What are your feelings 
about these terms and 

phrases and where have 
you encountered them? 

3 



 

 

  

4 

3 

How Are U.S. Elections Run? 

 

“The U.S. is characterized by a highly 
decentralized election administration 

system. The entities that do the rubber-
meets-the-road functions of running an 

election are typically on the county or 
city/town level. . . . Each state’s election 

administration structure and procedures 
grew organically, as times changed and 

administering an election became an 
increasingly complex task.” 

 
2 
 

There are more than 10,000 
election administration 

jurisdictions in the U.S. The size of 
these jurisdictions varies 

dramatically, with the smallest 
towns having only a few hundred 
registered voters and the largest 
jurisdiction in the country, Los 

Angeles County, with more than 4.7 
million. 

 2 
 

“A representative democracy is a 
system of government where 

citizens elect representatives to 
vote on laws on their behalf. A 
direct democracy is one where 

citizens vote on every issue 
themselves. The key difference 
between the two systems is who 

is voting on laws, elected officials 
or the citizens” 

“Critics say the level of local control can lead 
to mismanagement and inconsistent 

application of the law. This often comes into 
focus in large federal elections especially, 

when the media and the public focus on how 
different the voting experience can be 

depending on where a voter lives. On the other 
hand, this decentralization allows individual 
jurisdictions to experiment and innovate—to 
see how elections might best be run for the 

state and the locality’s particular 
circumstances.” 

2 
 

Should elections be 
controlled at the 
local or national 

level? 

What are 
pros/cons to our 
current system? 

 



 

 

  

Voting as a Right 

Voting as a RIGHT 

 

Something that does not 
need to be earned, it is 

assumed to be yours 

 

Something that 
cannot be taken 

away 

 

Voting Rights Act of 1965: 
This act aimed to overcome legal 

barriers at the state and local levels 
that prevented African Americans 

from exercising their right to vote as 
guaranteed under the 15th 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
 

19th Amendment (1920): 
The right of citizens of the 

United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the 

United States or by any State on 
account of sex. 

 

National Voter 
Registration Act (1993):  

The right to vote is a 
“fundamental right” that the 

federal, state, and local 
governments must all uphold. 
This includes reassessing and 

rectifying registration laws that 
harm voter participation due to 

discriminatory and unfair 
practices. 

 

15th Amendment (1869):  
“The right of citizens of the 

United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the 

United States or by any State on 
account of race, color, or 

previous condition of servitude.” 
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10 

9 

Who can’t vote? 

 

• Non-citizens, including permanent legal residents 
• Some people with felony convictions (laws vary by 

state) 
• Some people who are mentally incapable (laws 

vary by state) 
• For presidential elections: US citizens residing in 

US territories 
• Indigenous People living on tribal reservations 

 

5 

Jim Crow was a racial caste system 
which operated mainly in 

southern/border states from 1877 to the 
mid-1960s. This system consisted of 

anti-Black laws that relegated the status 
of African Americans to second-class 

citizens. This led to the legitimization of 
anti-Black racism. 

6 



  

Voting as a Privilege 

Something that is 
earned 

 

Something that can be 
taken away or limited just 
as easily as it can be given 

 

Who does vote? 

Voting Statistics 2020: 
• 155 million people turned out for the 

2020 presidential election 
• Had the highest voter turnout of the 

21st century, with 66.8% of citizens 
• Asian voter turnout was at an all-

time high of 59.7% 
• Voter turnout was highest among 

those ages 65 to 74 at 76.0% 
• Percentage was lowest among those 

ages 18 to 24 at 51.4% 
• Overall voter turnout increased as 

age increased 
o Exception of 75+, which had a 

voter turnout rate that was 
below 65-74 year olds 

 

11 

17 

12 

 

14 

 6 

Which concerns 
you more, voting 

as a right or a 
privilege? Why? 

Voting as a PRIVILEGE 

 

How have these 
terms shaped 

how people think 
about voting? 



 

 

; 
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Voting Laws as of October 2022 
 

What do you 
appreciate about these 

voting laws? 

• Limit Election Day registration 
• Expand documentary proof of 

citizenship for voter registration 
• increase likelihood of faulty voter 

purges 
• require voter to provide identification 

numbers when applying to vote by mail 
• Requires newly registered voters to 

complete an address confirmation 
form 

• Shift election authority from 
experienced election administrators to 
partisan-controlled county election 
boards 

 

15 

• Requires historically discriminatory 
jurisdictions to get preclearance 
before making certain changes to 
election laws 

• Expand number of days of early voting 
• Extends the voter registration 

deadline 
• Creates new protections for voters 

with disabilities 
• Requires correctional facilities to 

assist eligible incarcerated voters with 
casting mail ballots 

 

15 

 

What concerns 
you about these 

laws? 

How do voting laws 
disproportionately impact 

some voters more than 
others? 

7 
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What is Voter Fraud? 

The risks of committing voter fraud 

Each act of voter fraud in a federal election will result 
in: 

• 5 years in prison 
• $10,000 fine 

• Additional state penalties 
 

Q: How secure 
do you think 
our elections 

are? 

 

Q: How do 
you define 

voter fraud? 

 

 

How many cases have been committed in the last few decades? 
 

• A Brennan Center for Justice study found 31 cases of “intentional” voter fraud from 2000-2007 
• The Heritage Foundation has found 1,334 cases of different types of voter fraud, ranging from duplicate 

votes, fraudulent use of absentee, impersonation fraud at the polls, ineligible voting, altering the vote count, 
etc… from 1982-2001 

• A study for nonprofit, Electronic Registration Information Center, “identified 372 possible cases of double 
voting or voting on behalf of deceased people out of 14.6 million votes cast by mail in 2016 and 2018”. That is 
roughly .0025% per 14.6 million. (Washington Post) 

 
THE “MOST SECURE” ELECTION 

 

After the 2020 presidential election, a 

coalition of federal cybersecurity and 

election officials along with state election 

officials and representatives from voting 

machine companies issued a statement 

calling it the “most secure in American 

history.” 

 

The group said there was “no evidence 

that any voting system deleted or lost 

votes, changed votes, or was in any way 

compromised.” 

Claims that depend on unseen 

evidence in 2020 

There is no evidence that foreign 
actors somehow changed votes over 
the internet, as MyPillow CEO Mike 
Lindell has repeatedly claimed. 

There is no evidence that nonprofits 
collected illegal ballots that were then 
distributed to drop boxes by paid 
staffers, as alleged in the film “2000 
Mules.” The purported evidence 
that was presented in that film is 
either false, contrived or misleading. 

Various audits of electronic voting 
machines have found no evidence of 
improprieties. In fact, swing-state 
counties in which Dominion Voting 
Systems machines were used mostly 
voted for Trump. 

Claims that have already been 

debunked or explained in 2020 

Inaccurate vote totals in Antrim 
County, Mich., were a function 
of improperly configured voting 
machines. 

There were no rampant 
irregularities in Maricopa 
County, Ariz., just a pattern of 
observers not 
understanding voting systems 
and tools. 

Vote totals in states such 
as Pennsylvania or Wisconsin    
were not dependent on more 
people voting than were 
registered. 

There was no uncaught double-
counting of mail-in ballots in 
Georgia. 

24 

8 

24 

24 

24 

25 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2021%2F08%2F10%2Fcon-is-winding-down%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_41&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050574165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H2XE78Op%2B0t2r6eBh%2FMYKdt1ZAPJaPW71U64Pzu2N5U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F09%2F14%2Felection-misinformation-mike-lindell%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_41&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050574165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRuhKZjjMMI1jefOkP46UHmvqWYwuBEBEQHml7sY%2BAU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F07%2F18%2Fclaims-that-drop-boxes-were-vector-rampant-fraud-keep-crumbling%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050574165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn6yEKJwJ1Ci4%2FBRLaTt%2BPkZ4y7Zp1qjvxsWAfbGTOg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F17%2Fdiscussing-gaps-2000-mules-with-dinesh-dsouza%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050574165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iDY2un8mXTw8madlZIJeaR%2Fj6D9J8e5zBrj9Yez8kf0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F11%2F2000-mules-offers-least-convincing-election-fraud-theory-yet%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050735332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8ArHkasEw%2FXus%2Ba79yx3xEO5lWUMyR8h%2FYuF8KXV9EU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F11%2F2000-mules-offers-least-convincing-election-fraud-theory-yet%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050735332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8ArHkasEw%2FXus%2Ba79yx3xEO5lWUMyR8h%2FYuF8KXV9EU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2F2022%2F05%2F17%2F1098787088%2Fa-pro-trump-film-suggests-its-data-are-so-accurate-it-solved-a-murder-thats-fals%3Futm_source%3Ddlvr.it%26utm_medium%3Dtwitter&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050745285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=38D3y5UeR9HyA1BEnBOO6%2BGkU8GZBFUmm0EyI%2BuQLXA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F17%2Fdiscussing-gaps-2000-mules-with-dinesh-dsouza%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050755243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V3mvE9eTbfVsq0R%2FL%2F6Y2XwKVhnkKbpArToxreslXYA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F19%2Feven-geolocation-maps-2000-mules-are-misleading%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_42&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050765193%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wWUcGtt%2Fq5MT0wFto8SBjfBS%2FZ9mds%2BNnns271zm8lM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbsnews.com%2Fnews%2Fdominion-voting-machines-2020-election-cisa%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050775145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sHdM6bpl9tdtPXg4XPYEM4yLZdjbJSVQBsblOhkj1qk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2020%2F12%2F01%2Fswing-state-counties-that-used-dominion-voting-machines-mostly-voted-trump%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_43&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050785100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZUiw3CbjTluyVf5iFNiv9sIQMdMD3YGImZ3pQ%2F%2BSF9E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2020%2F12%2F01%2Fswing-state-counties-that-used-dominion-voting-machines-mostly-voted-trump%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_43&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050785100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZUiw3CbjTluyVf5iFNiv9sIQMdMD3YGImZ3pQ%2F%2BSF9E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F01%2F21%2Fdonald-trumps-rationale-seizing-voting-machines-was-worse-than-you-might-have-assumed%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_46&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050795051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2BU6wH1%2FiP7JsyYBFNUwk1AYiLtidbZjKSrWUH1ITYE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F01%2F21%2Fdonald-trumps-rationale-seizing-voting-machines-was-worse-than-you-might-have-assumed%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_46&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050795051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2BU6wH1%2FiP7JsyYBFNUwk1AYiLtidbZjKSrWUH1ITYE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmisenategopcdn.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com%2F99%2Fdoccuments%2F20210623%2FSMPO_2020ElectionReport_2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050805007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sc%2Fw3DGrLQo0XBjZWfAyFhD06do5I0fiAFrkQoQU37Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmisenategopcdn.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com%2F99%2Fdoccuments%2F20210623%2FSMPO_2020ElectionReport_2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Chg1085%40wildcats.unh.edu%7C5f4fde6120b74f286f7b08dabd111d62%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638030179050805007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sc%2Fw3DGrLQo0XBjZWfAyFhD06do5I0fiAFrkQoQU37Q%3D&reserved=0
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Q: What are the 
political issues you 

are concerned 
about? 

Q: What is the 
relationship 

between social 
media and political 

engagement? 

 

Social Media 

News Social Sphere 

9 

 

Slacktivism- People “support a cause by performing simple measures” but “are not truly engaged or 
devoted to making a change.” Slacktivism typically means turning to social media. It encompasses things like 
retweeting words of hope after a national disaster, liking a charity’s Facebook page, sharing political slogans, 
memes, or news items. 
 

 

Algorithms- Designed to 
increase user participation and 
time spent on these apps. 
Unfortunately, some side 
effects of these algorithms 
include informational echo 
chambers, the spread of false 
information, or even 
introducing users to 
communities with very 
extreme, potentially harmful 
ideologies.  

Filter Bubbles- Algorithms 
create filter bubbles and silos 
shaped by corporate data 
collectors; they limit people’s 
exposure to a wider range of 
ideas and reliable information 
and eliminate alternate 
perspectives. 

 

Propaganda- Use of 
information specifically 
created to affect individual 
people’s beliefs and 
ultimately to influence 
major events such as 
political elections. 

Echo Chambers- Created by 
algorithms that result in 
major political divides as 
people lose the ability to 
converse with others of 
different political opinions. 

Bias- According to some 
critics, the media can employ 
an elaborate and sophisticated 
array of techniques that allows 
reporters and media owners to 
slant news stories in favor of 
particular groups or interests. 

Groupthink - A process of 
flawed decision making that 
occurs as a result of strong 
pressures among group 
members to reach an 
agreement 

Q: Where do you get 
information about 

important public or 
political issues? 

Why Do People Choose Not to Vote? 

                            -Voter apathy or lack or interest  -No good choices for candidates 

                            -Do not feel connected to the issues -Vote will not matter/make difference 

                            -Confused about the process  -Difficult to find quality information 

Preparing to Vote 

19 

21 

19 

20 

20 

22 

18 



 

Moving Forward: How Should we Engage 
People in Elections? 

Helpful Resources   
All In Campus Democracy 

Challenge 

American Democracy Project 
Rock the Vote 

All In for Voting (Stacey Abrams) 

League of Women Voters Vote 411 

Voting and Elections USA.gov 

Vote.org 
usa.gov/election-office 

Ballotready.org/nh 
 

Who else should be 
part of this 

conversation? 

 

10 

-Funding and curriculum for our 
public schools 

-All laws governing town, county and 
state workers 

-Minimum wages and hours of work 

-Full access to health care 

-Decisions that impact our taxes at the 
state and local level. 

23 

Civics Requirements in K-12 

 

What have you 
learned tonight that 

changed how you 
think about 

elections and your 
participation in 

them? 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allinchallenge.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798895899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7NEtrmvCibJj%2BmGr6MplQw6r8Iy7RJqhdJ4EuAZiG9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allinchallenge.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798895899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7NEtrmvCibJj%2BmGr6MplQw6r8Iy7RJqhdJ4EuAZiG9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aascu.org%2Fprograms%2FADP%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798895899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=n0nGyXM8VSHntwVZmvIQNVd1FOsuHEi5%2BKa1V8Zm%2B7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rockthevote.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798905858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6AfyVa0ZewFajx3LLcVS8YtYz4KdWEEJ3Qk2ZT7nh%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allinforvoting.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798905858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9lGQYyDnk8wqPRLv9sSW49cIPWfp8Yg2vRont7Y90uQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vote411.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798915815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=21gjnsSI2bwttC9riwXFUNu7nJBXzME0IrQV9OpHnPI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usa.gov%2Fvoting&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798915815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zeK5lYz0Kedoo3Xgn2erbfOjCy02oVD73tp13fY%2BySM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vote.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7C22cc0117749246dcc38c08d9b4f9776e%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637739805798915815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BY740S6Na8hrd7Um444RonXxsaN2hxO1KkMl5bbpntI%3D&reserved=0


 References: 

1. Wolf, Z. B., & Cohen, E. (2022, October 29). How elections work | CNN politics. CNN. 
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/29/politics/us-midterm-elections-explainer/index.html  

2. Election Administration at State and Local Levels National Conference of State Legislatures 

(ncsl.org); Hale, K. R. Montjoy, and M. Brown (2015). Administering Elections: How American 

Elections Work" Palgrave Macmillan. 
3. Scherer, Z. (2021, October 8). Majority of voters used nontraditional methods to cast ballots in 

2020. Census.gov. https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/what-methods-did-people-use-

to-vote-in-2020-election.html  
4. Williams, B., and W. Underhill. “Voter Identification Requirements: Voter ID Laws.” National 

Conference of State Legislators, National Conference of State Legislators, 9 Aug. 2021. 

www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id.aspx.  
5. Bowe, K. (2019, May 2). “Support Builds to End Gerrymandering in New Hampshire.” Public 

News Service. https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2019-05-02/civic-engagement/support-builds-

to-end-gerrymandering-in-new-hampshire/a66346-1  

6. Pilgrim, D. (2012). What was Jim Crow. Ferris State University. Retrieved October 31, 2022, 
from https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/what.htm  

7. History.com Editors. “15th Amendment,” History.com, A&E Television Networks, LLC, 9 Nov. 

2009, www.history.com/topics/black-history/fifteenth-amendment.  
8. United States of America 1789 (rev. 1992) Constitution - Constitute. (n.d.). Constitute. 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/United_States_of_America_1992  

9. Anderson, C. (2018). One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying Our 
Democracy. Bloomsbury Publishing. 72-73. 

10. History.com Editors. (2021, November 30). Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/voting-rights-act  

11. U.S. Census Bureau. (2021, October 8). Despite Pandemic Challenges, 2020 Election Had 
Largest Increase in Voting Between Presidential Elections on Record. Census.Gov. 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/record-high-turnout-in-2020-general-

election.html  
12. Igielnik, R. (2020, August 18). Men and women in the U.S. continue to differ in voter turnout 

rate, party identification. Pew Research Center. Retrieved November 8, 2021. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/18/men-and-women-in-the-u-s-continue-to-

differ-in-voter-turnout-rate-party-identification/  
13. Weinman, J. (2019, February 7). Voting and Income Econofact | Key Facts and Incisive Analysis 

to the National Debate on Economic and Social Policies. https://econofact.org/voting-and-

income  
14. US Census Bureau. (2021, November 23). 2020 Census. Census.Gov. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-

main.html  
15. Voting laws roundup: October 2022. Brennan Center for Justice. (2022, October 5).  

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-october-2022  

16. Gomez, V., & Doherty, C. (2021, July 22). Wide partisan divide on whether voting is a 

fundamental right or a privilege with responsibilities. Pew Research Center. Retrieved November 
8, 2021. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/07/22/wide-partisan-divide-on-whether-

voting-is-a-fundamental-right-or-a-privilege-with-responsibilities/   

17. Quealy, K., & Parlapiano, A. (2021, January 4). “Election Day Voting in 2020 Took Longer in 
America’s Poorest Neighborhoods.” The New York Times. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/04/upshot/voting-wait-times.html  

11 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/election-administration-at-state-and-local-levels.aspx
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palgrave.com%2Fus%2Fbook%2F9781137400413&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7Ccb6ca55e8137437a562608d9b412350f%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637738812548730645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ulj5CiJVo859yIR9B7DJEnN7%2FvVatl5XpP13obZHigw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palgrave.com%2Fus%2Fbook%2F9781137400413&data=04%7C01%7CMegan.Switzgable%40unh.edu%7Ccb6ca55e8137437a562608d9b412350f%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C637738812548730645%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ulj5CiJVo859yIR9B7DJEnN7%2FvVatl5XpP13obZHigw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id.aspx
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2019-05-02/civic-engagement/support-builds-to-end-gerrymandering-in-new-hampshire/a66346-1
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2019-05-02/civic-engagement/support-builds-to-end-gerrymandering-in-new-hampshire/a66346-1
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/fifteenth-amendment
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/United_States_of_America_1992
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/voting-rights-act
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/record-high-turnout-in-2020-general-election.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/record-high-turnout-in-2020-general-election.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/18/men-and-women-in-the-u-s-continue-to-differ-in-voter-turnout-rate-party-identification/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/18/men-and-women-in-the-u-s-continue-to-differ-in-voter-turnout-rate-party-identification/
https://econofact.org/voting-and-income
https://econofact.org/voting-and-income
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/07/22/wide-partisan-divide-on-whether-voting-is-a-fundamental-right-or-a-privilege-with-responsibilities/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/07/22/wide-partisan-divide-on-whether-voting-is-a-fundamental-right-or-a-privilege-with-responsibilities/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/04/upshot/voting-wait-times.html


18. Yokley, E. (2021, September 27). “More Americans Think It’s Too Easy Than Too Hard to 
Vote.” Morning Consult. https://morningconsult.com/2021/09/27/voting-rights-elections-polling/  

19. Colabella, A. (2022, May 3). Op-ed: Social Media Algorithms & their effects on American 

politics. Fung Institute for Engineering Leadership. https://funginstitute.berkeley.edu/news/op-ed-

social-media-algorithms-their-effects-on-american-politics/  
20. Nakov, P., & Martino, G. D. S. (2020). Fact-checking, fake news, propaganda, and media bias: 

Truth seeking in the post-truth era. ACL Anthology. https://aclanthology.org/2020.emnlp-

tutorials.2/  

21. Paul’t Hart. (1991). Irving L. Janis’ Victims of Groupthink. Political Psychology, 12(2), 

247–278. https://doi.org/10.2307/3791464 
22. Muslic, H. (2022, March 30). What is slacktivism and is it even helping? Nonprofit Hub. 

https://nonprofithub.org/what-is-slacktivism-does-it-help/  

23. United States Election Project. (2020). Election voter turnout rate by age in the United States. 
Our World in Data. Retrieved November 1, 2022, from https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/voter-

turnout-rate-by-age-usa  

24. Bump, P. (2022). The 2020 election was neither stolen nor rigged: A primer. The Washington 

Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/09/15/2020-election-trump-false-fraud-
claims/ 

25. Cassidy, C. (2022, October 04). Explainer: Voting Systems Reliable, despite conspiracies. 

Retrieved November 2, 2022, from https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-

technology-voting-donald-trump-campaigns-46c9cf208687636b8eaa1864c35ab300 

 

  

This program is funded by support from Andy Coville (CEO, Brodeur Partners), COLA 
Dean’s unrestricted gift fund, Responsible Governance and Sustainable Citizenship 

Project, and the Department of Communication.  
 

Issue guide design: Celia Bajrami (CDL Fellow), Hayleyann Gifford (CDL Fellow), 
Professor Jennifer Borda and Professor Renee Heath (CDL Co-Directors), Alexa 

Bobinski (CDL Assistant Program Director), Ross Blauvelt (CDL Fellow), Kyla 
MacLaughlin, McKenna Morgan, Audrey Marchionni, and general contributions from 

students in CMN 785 

12 

https://morningconsult.com/2021/09/27/voting-rights-elections-polling/


 

 

 
 

 

  

13 

Voting in New Hampshire? 

Registering to vote 
“Registering to Vote in New Hampshire is easy! Register to vote at your 

town hall before the deadline or register to vote the day of the election at 
your polling place.” -sos.nh.gov 

*Out-of-state NH students are eligible to vote in NH* 

What is required for voting registration? 
• Proof of age, identity, domicile, and citizenship 
• Full list of documents can be found on sos.nh.gov 

Absentee (mail-in) voting eligibility in NH 
-Voter will be absent from his or her polling location on the day of the election. 

-The voter is unable to visit the polls because of the observance of a religious commitment. 

-The voter is unable to visit the polls because of a physical disability. 

-The voter is unable to visit the polls because of an employment obligation. 

-The voter is unable to visit the polls due to military service. 

What if I want to vote in my home state? 
You can vote absentee for your state of permanent residence. Rules for eligibility vary by 

state; some require an excuse, some do not, and some need be requested only if being 
mailed to a new address. 

Visit https://www.vote.org/absentee-voting-rules/ to find out more 

 

What if I want to vote in tomorrow’s election? 
It is not too late to express an interest in voting! If you are not already registered to 
vote in NH, please refer to the steps below to start the process. The nearest polling 

location from UNH is Oyster River High School (55 Coe Dr, Durham, NH 03824). Voting 
hours are between 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. 
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