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New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 

NHDES Portsmouth Regional Office 

Pease International Tradeport  

222 International Drive, Suite 175 

Portsmouth, NH 03801  

9:00am to 11:00am 

October 29, 2018 

 

1. Introductions and Announcements 

Members in attendance:  

Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant) opened the meeting. Members attending included Sen. David 

Watters, Melissa Paly (Conservation Law Foundation), Steve Couture (NH Department of Environmental 

Services), Sabrina Stanwood (NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources), Brian Gennaco (Virgin 

Oyster Company), Rep. Renny Cushing (Hampton), Jenn Dijkstra (UNH School of Marine Science and 

Ocean Engineering) 

Others in attendance: 

Vidya Balasubramanyam (NOAA Coastal Fellow), Steve Jones (NH Sea Grant), Rep. Mindi Messmer 

(Rye) 

Announcements: 

 Mindi Messmer attended the Pease Restoration Advisory Board meeting where the air force presented 

data collected in streams and waterbodies coming out of Pease. PFAS and PFOA were elevated in 

Mindi’s opinion. She also said that a shellfish study would be conducted in a year. 

 Melissa Paly said she read an article about a national wildlife refuge next to a PFAS site which 

affected deer hunts. Currently, there is no surface water body in Newington that’s not impacted.  

 Steve Jones said that the NOAA Mussel Watch Program partnered with the Gulf Watch Program—

took samples collected in 2015 and 2016 in the Gulf Of Maine and is currently getting that data out 

into a final report. There is data on lots of different contamination in mussels including PFAS 

 Sen. Watters attended the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission meeting in NY – there was a 

discussion on acidification and plastic pollution and scientists talked about potential endocrinal 

impacts.  

 Jenn Dijkstra gave the commission a heads up that RARGOM +NERRACOOS + GOMC+ other 

partners are hosting a 4.5 day symposium next year focused on climate change in the Gulf of Maine. 

The symposium will be in Portland.  Steve Couture said stay tuned for a call for people to develop the 

agenda and discussion.  
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 Steve Couture attended the Coastal States Organization meeting in Providence, RI two weeks ago- 

There was a panel on aquaculture where NOAA and NCCOS presented a study on the interaction 

between oyster aquaculture and seagrass. The report will be out soon and could be helpful for our 

discussions. 

 MA passed a bill to do an acidification study and have a one year window to complete it.   

 RI passed a statewide plastic bag ban. They now have a plastics committee and an executive order 

signed in July. Sen Watters is working with the Ocean Foundation and Surfriders on plastics issues.  

A discussion ensued on how the commission could approach plastics as several members of  the 

commission expressed interest in looking into it. They discussed examples such as the EU which 

passed a ban on single use plastics.  Sabrina Stanwood cited a study in Austria which looked at the 

impacts of micro plastics on people. They considered inviting 2-3 speakers to at least learn more 

about plastics. Fishing gear was brought up as a related issue. Sen. Watters said that plastics might be 

relevant to the discussion but the commission should focus on the impacts of plastic near the coast 

rather than open/deep ocean.  

 Mindi Messmer attended the Portsmouth Conference and Piscataqua Science Café- she said the next 

science café has a relevant topic – Aquaponics on Nov 28th at 6 PM at the Portsmouth brewery. 

 Erik Chapman announced that there is a Sea Grant outreach project on lobsters in parallel to a 

research program. Recently, a listening session took place to inform the call for funding. 

2. Approve notes from last meeting 

Erik Chapman declared a quorum. Motion to approve from Sen Watters, seconded by Rep. Renny 

Cushing, all in favor, none opposed. Notes passed. 

3. UNH Blue Carbon Seminar discussion/review 

(Refer to notes from blue carbon seminar on October 24th, 2018) 

The commission discussed having a more focused workshop with people who are knowledgeable about 

Great Bay regarding the potential for blue carbon. 

Sen. Watters suggested going after low hanging fruit: actions that are already being taken such as marsh 

migration, seagrass/eelgrass restoration, and aquaculture and frame them as blue carbon projects. This 

would also lead to thinking about what we can enable municipalities to do? Can we place a blue carbon 

fee on all development? 

Erik Chapman reflected that maybe we’re not ready to plug into an international marketplace but can look 

at it from a locally relevant lens. Steve couture liked the idea of working with private sectors to look for a 

project and  reiterated that it would be a good idea to use blue carbon as a way to talk about what we’re 

doing already especially because tidal crossing assessments is something that the New Hampshire Coastal 

Program is working on. He also said that it would be helpful to have a coarse level calculator of some 



 

3 
 

type to say how much blue carbon you could get out of a project (maybe a project for a 

student/fellow/intern). 

Melissa Paly liked the idea of incorporating eelgrass recovery strategies under blue carbon initiatives. 

Jenn Dijkstra suggested looking at baseline data from the Great Bay National Estuarine Research 

Reserve, and also involving the Nature Conservancy and Piscataqua Regional Estuaries Partnership. Brian 

Gennaco referenced Great Bay 2020 where each habitat type was assigned a value. Steve Couture said 

that one general statement we could make is that blue carbon is an appropriate mitigation approach for 

our coast. 

4. Nutrient report-  review of draft 

The commission reviewed the nutrient report as a group and identified edits and suggestions. Steve Jones 

participated as a reviewer and provided comments. Some of the suggestions were as follows: 

 In the introduction, including why we focused on nitrogen (as opposed to nutrient loading) and 

stormwater. 

 In the recommendations, including concerns on fertilizer run off, emphasizing the need to fund 

research and monitoring efforts, and identifying the agencies/entities that would be responsible 

for carrying out each recommendation. 

 There was also some discussion on aquaculture and how it would fit into our list of 

recommendations. 

It was decided that Melissa Paly would take a first crack at incorporating these suggestions. 

5. Legislation concepts 

These were discussed and included as part of the report. Sen. Watters pointed out that the commission is 

authorized to make recommendations on legislations, and viewed the commission’s role as taking PREP’s 

recommendations from the State of the Estuaries report and connecting them to legislative implications. 

6. Public comment 

None 

7. Next meeting 

The commission decided that their next meeting would be on Monday, December 17th at DES Pease 

Room A. 

Parking instructions: please park on the side of the building or at the back of the building. Parking spaces 

in the area in front of the office are reserved for neighboring businesses. 

 


