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New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 

NHDES Portsmouth Regional Office 

Pease International Tradeport  

222 International Drive, Suite 175 

Portsmouth, NH 03801  

9:00am to 11:00am 

April 22, 2019 

 

1. Introductions and Announcements 

Members in attendance:  

Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant), Melissa Paly (Conservation Law Foundation), Sabrina Stanwood (NH 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources), Alix Laferriere (The Nature Conservancy), Rep. Renny 

Cushing (Town of Hampton), Rep Judith Spang (Town of Durham), Doug Grout (NH Fish and Game 

Dept.), Rep. Jason Janvrin (Town of Seabrook), Sen. Tom Sherman (District 24), Jenn Dykstra (UNH 

School of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering) 

Others in attendance:  

Mindi Messmer, Chris Williams (NH Department of Environmental Services), Demi Fox (NOAA Marine 

Debris Program) 

Chair Chapman opened the meeting. 

Announcements: 

• Rep. Cushing stated that there’s a public hearing tomorrow for the bill sponsored by Sen. Waters (SB 

285) to establish a coastal resilience and economic development program. 

• Sen. Sherman stated that Rep. Cushing’s bill (HB 494) to prevent migration of toxins from the 

Coakley Landfill is working its way through the Senate. 

• Rep. Janvrin stated that last week the House Fiscal Committee authorized FY19 funding for the 

maintenance dredging of Hampton-Seabrook Harbor. Per HB 557, money will be appropriated to the 

Pease Development Authority Division of Ports and Harbor. 

• Rep. Janvrin stated that there’s a hearing tomorrow for HB 324 relative to the operation of personal 

watercraft in the Hampton-Seabrook estuary. 

• Rep. Spang stated that the Senate recently postponed a hearing on her bill restricting the 

distribution of plastic straws (HB 558) and her bill relative to single-use carryout bags (HB 560). 

• Melissa Paly stated that last week the Durham Town Council voted to settle the Town’s lawsuit with 

Eversource over the Seacoast Reliability Project. The settlement includes money for the Town to 

recoup its legal costs associated with the lawsuit and to perform living shoreline work at Wagon Hill 
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Farm. The Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership will also receive approximately $550,000 to 

conduct water quality related work in the Great Bay Estuary as part of the settlement. 

 

2. Approve notes from March 18, 2019 meeting 

Motion to approve from Sabrina Stanwood. Seconded by Alix Laferriere. All in favor. One abstention. 

None opposed.  Notes passed. 

3. NOAA’s Northeast Region Marine Debris Program, Demi Fox, Regional Coordinator, NOAA Marine 

Debris Program (demi.fox@noaa.gov)  

Ms. Fox gave an overview of Marine Debris and NOAA’s Marine Debris Program here in the Northeast   

Marine Debris -  

• An estimated 8 million metric tons of debris enters the oceans each year 

• Much of the debris is categorized as microplastics, which are less than 5mm in size 

• Microplastics are known to absorb and leach chemicals 

• Microfibers are the largest component of microplastics 

• Microfibers from clothing and other produces have been found in finfish and shellfish  

• Wastewater Treatment Facilities don’t capture microfibers  

• It’s unclear whether synthetic fibers are worse than natural fibers 

NOAA’s Marine Debris Program - 

• NOAA’s Marine Debris Program was established by Congress in 2006 

• The Save Our Seas (SOS) Act, which became law in 2018, reauthorized NOAA’s Marine Debris 

Program through FY2022. The SOS Act calls for interagency collaboration between NOAA, the 

Department of the Interior and the Department of State. It allows the NOAA Administrator to 

declare severe marine debris events and authorize funds to assist with cleanup and response, 

and it encourages the Executive Branch to engage internationally on marine debris issues.    

• NOAA Marine Debris Program is comprised of five focus areas:  

1. Removal – Currently there are two projects in New England focusing on removing derelict 

fishing gear.  One project is being led by the Center for Coastal Studies on Cape Cod the 

other is being led by Audubon and focuses on eight islands off the Maine coast.       

mailto:demi.fox@noaa.gov
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2. Prevention – Keene state College is currently leading a social media campaign focused on 

cigarette butts.   

3. Research – The University of Connecticut and the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute are 

conducting research on microplastics uptake in oysters and scallops. 

4. Emergency Response  

5. Regional Coordination – NOAA has 10 regions nationwide that coordinate on marine debris 

issues 

• NOAA’s Marine Debris Program here in the Northeast collaborated with regional stakeholders to 

develop the 2018 Gulf of Maine Marine Debris Action Plan. The Action Plan establishes four 

working groups focused on the following topics: 

 

1. Derelict Fishing Gear – with a current focus on recycling monofilament fishing line   

2. Microplastics – with a current focus on citizen science 

3. Wildlife & Habitat – with a current focus, in part, on conducting risk assessments 

4. Consumer Debris – with a current focus on working with restaurants to reduce single-use 

plastics  

• NOAA’s Marine Debris Program is hosting a workshop next week with partners involved in the 

development of the 2018 Gulf of Maine Action Plan to update language in the Action Plan. The 

Action Plan will then be released for public comment. 

 

• NOAA’s Marine Debris Program has an annual grant program. It anticipates release its FY20 

Request for Proposals in August for projects that focus on debris removal and prevention. 

Typical awards range from $50,000 to $150,000.   

 

Discussion followed. Sen. Sherman recommended that an inventory of groups involved with marine 

debris here in New Hampshire be conducted as a first step in coordinating and formalizing beach clean-

up efforts and other marine debris prevention efforts in the state.   

4. Planning for next meeting 

The Commission decided to have its next meeting on June 24th 

The Commission will continue exploring issues around the topic of marine debris. Suggested speakers 

for the next meeting included: Blue Ocean Society, New Hampshire Surfrider Foundation, Department of 

Natural and Cultural Resources (State Parks).   

5. Website Updates 
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Erik Chapman gave a brief overview of the new Commission website found here – 

https://mypages.unh.edu/comnare/home. He asked members to review and provide comments on the 

new website.  

6. Public Comment 

None 

Meeting Adjourned 10:50AM 

 

https://mypages.unh.edu/comnare/home

