
New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 

Attended via Zoom Remote Conference 
 

November 23, 2020 
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

 
INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Members in attendance: 

Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant), Sen. Tom Sherman (District 24), Melissa Paly (Conservation Law 
Foundation), Cheri Patterson (NH Fish and Game Department), Jennifer Dijkstra (UNH School of Marine 
Science and Ocean Engineering), Sabrina Stanwood (NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources), 
Rep. Judith Spang (Town of Durham), Rep. Mike Edgar (District 21), Sen. David Watters (District 4) 

Others in attendance: 

Chris Williams (NH Department of Environmental Services), Sue Lambert (NH Department of 
Environmental Services) 

 
Erik Chapman opened the meeting. He read the Emergency Order Script and took roll-call. 
 
Agenda Items 
 

1. Approve notes from October 26, 2020 meeting 

Motion to approve from Cheri Patterson. Seconded by Sen. Sherman. All in favor. One abstention. None 
opposed. Notes were passed. 

2. 2020 Annual Report 

Report is due for 2020. Past meeting discussion - not a lot of new territory was covered. Erik Chapman 
will be taking some time to provide a summary for this report.  

3. CoMNaRe Hearing for January 25, 2021 

The Commission discussed planning for the upcoming hearing on January 25 2021, to present the 
Commission’s work to date, to a core group of salt water legislators and legislative commissions and 
committees that may have interest, as well as city and municipal groups. 

a) Planning for Agenda 
  

• Sen. Sherman recommended presenting a historical perspective of the Commission, perhaps 
presented by Sen. Watters, to include a broad outline summarizing all the issues the 
Commission has addressed, followed by what the Commission would like the legislature to pay 
focus on. 



• Melissa Paly agreed that it would be a good idea to present a brief overview of the major topics 
that the Commission has tackled, along with the key findings. Melissa added she could present 
on nutrients and that perhaps Alix Laferriere, of The Nature Conservancy, could present on 
ocean acidification, while Jen Dijkstra could present on marine plastics. Melissa Stated that the 
Commission should highlight the highest priority recommendations across the topics and focus 
on where to urge legislative action.  

• Sen. Sherman added that this is an opportunity to update and educate the legislature. 
• Rep. Spang asked if the Commission plans to reference specific legislation at the hearing. 

Melissa answered that upcoming legislation that fits within the context of the recommendations 
that the Commission has made in the report should be highlighted. 

• Erik Chapman agreed to present an overview of the state of the coast.  
• Sen. Watters agreed to present the legislative overview.  
• The Commission agreed that whoever is leading legislation on a specific topic should give a brief 

overview of the legislation.  
• Sen. Watters added that he has concerns about putting forth his bill SB 712, Establishing a 

surcharge on certain saltwater licenses and establishing a fund for derelict fishing gear and coastal 
cleanup, because of the fee associated with this bill. He stated that putting through legislation 
for the sake of putting it through is not a good strategy.  
 
b) Publication of Presentation Report 

Erik Chapman stated that he and Melissa Paly are working on the publication of the 
presentation Report. Erik reached out to Tricia Miller, who did the report for the Coastal Risks 
and Hazards Commission, and she is interested in taking this publication on. Melissa stated that 
they have not been back in touch with Tricia with answers to her questions so they do not have 
a cost estimate at this time. Erik added that people will need to work with Tricia on the pictures 
and recommendations for the report. Melissa asked if there is a budget to cover the cost of the 
report. Erik stated that perhaps Melissa, or someone else, can write a proposal to NH Sea Grant 
to help cover publication costs. 

c) Developing a marketing plan for the hearing  
 
The Commission will need to work on developing a marketing plan for the hearing, which can be 
done at a later time. 
 

4. Announcements 
 

• Rep. Spang stated that she is putting forward LSR 741, which is a reiteration of HB 1564 from 
last year, relative to the sale and distribution of polystyrene food service products. Additionally, 
she is planning to introduce three bills, LSR 556 relative to Shoreland septic systems, LSR 557 
relative to site assessment and LSR 558 relating to redefining developed waterfront property, of 
which she is looking for cosponsors. Sen. Sherman and Sen. Watters requested that Rep. Spang 



forward the septic system bill, LSR 557, to them as they may be interested in cosponsoring. Sen. 
Watters also recommended forwarding the bill to Sen. Perkins Kwoka.  

• Melissa Paly will forward the NH Shoreland Septic System Study Commission final report to the 
Commission. Rep. Spang stated that the NH Association of Realtors were the only ones opposed 
to approving that commission’s report. Senator Watters and Sen. Sherman agreed to reach out 
to the group.  

• For clarification, Melissa added that in the NH Shoreland Septic System Study Commission 
report, the word “waterfront” is referring to freshwater and estuarine environments. The report 
is not focused solely on the Great Bay Estuary. It encompasses all waterbodies throughout the 
state, especially fresh water lakes that are having increasing amounts of cyanobacteria blooms 
and severe water quality issues that are clearly related to phosphorus pollution from septic 
systems. 

• Sen. Watters stated that he will take another look at a way to put forth SB 712, Establishing a 
surcharge on certain saltwater licenses and establishing a fund for derelict fishing gear and coastal 
cleanup, to see if he can put it through without the fee. He will meet with Cheri Patterson to discuss 
this further. He is also considering putting through a bill on plastics and extended producer 
responsibility. He is working with other states regionally and across the country on this issue, 
and there is an effort to get bills introduced in every state on extended producer responsibility. 
Sen. Watters is also looking into whether something can be done legislatively to encourage 
availability of more land for aquaculture in the state.   

• Erik Chapman added that Hampton-Seabrook Estuary is only open for shellfishing in the 
offseason relative to tourism and occupation, and he wonders if this Commission would explore 
any possible steps that can be taken to understand the sources of pollution that are driving this, 
and any potential mitigation for addressing those sources of pollution. Sen. Watters added that 
this is something that our Commission is authorized to look at, but we just have not done much 
in this area to this point, but it is something we could focus on at a meeting in the future. Erik 
stated that he would be interested in learning more about this, and to see if other organizations, 
such as Sea Grant, could possibly help to understand what could be done to address these 
issues. 

• Cheri Patterson added that they are currently working with an oyster farmer to set up an area 
outside the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary. They are moving product along the coastline in order 
for them to be able to harvest outside of their narrow window of opportunity within the 
estuary. They are trying to open areas and other possibilities for aquaculture in that community. 

• Erik Chapman stated that Steve Couture reached out to him regarding writing a letter on behalf 
of the Commission to support a proposal for marine debris removal that Cheri Patterson is 
leading, and he asked if Cheri could give an overview of the project. 

• Cheri stated that the Gulf of Maine Council, who they are collaborating with, has submitted 
application to NOAA’s Derelict Gear Request for Proposals (RFP). They are going to be working 
with SeaTrac, a company out of Massachusetts, who operates remotely operated vehicles 
(ROV’s) with side scan sonar. They are planning to set up the ROV’s at three locations: one 
outside of the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary, one outside of Rye Harbor and one between Fort 



Stark and Odiorne Point. SeaTrac will then scan for small and larger balls of derelict gear. NH 
Fish and Game’s Marine Division dive team will be cutting up and removing some of the smaller 
balls of derelict gear. The Coast Guard will be coordinating with them to remove the larger gear 
balls with a buoy tender vessel. Cheri added that they are hopeful that the ROV technology will 
be able to help out long-term with derelict fishing gear removal. 
 

• Sen. Watters made a motion for a letter to be written on behalf of the Commission to support 
the removal of derelict gear project, and for Erik Chapman to sign the letter as the Commission 
Chair. Sen. Sherman seconded. Erik Chapman called the roll. All in favor. The motion was passed. 
 

5. Planning for next meeting  

Public hearing will be held during the regular January Commission meeting time, on January 25, 
2021, from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  

6. Public Comment 

None 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 AM 

Sen. Watters made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Sen. Sherman seconded. Erik Chapman called the 
roll. All in favor. Meeting is adjourned.  

 

 

 


