
COMNARE 
Sept 21, 2020 

 
Attending: Erik Chapman, Senator Watters, Representative Spang, Steve Couture, Jennifer 
Dijkstra, Erik Anderson, Sabrina Stanwood, Melissa Paly 
 
Erik read the Emergency Order Script and took roll-call. 
 
August meeting notes approved with Steve, Jen and Sabrina abstaining. 
 
Discussion of next steps with Commission Summary Report and dissemination of findings 

 
At the August meeting there was discussion about bringing together the 3 annual summaries 
and recommendations from this Commission into one document and sharing it with members 
of the Legislature and use it to rally public support for recommendations from the report. It 
would be a useful tool to punctuate our work and bring greater attention to our 
recommendations. Steve Couture suggested it might be helpful to break it into several short 
webinars so it can be more widely shared.  
 
Representative Spang reminded us that we spoke about reaching out to members of the 
Commission who have not been attending and learn what issues or changes would get them re-
engaged. 
 
Senator Watters suggested that perhaps we reformat the report so it reads as a continuous 
report rather than three bundled reports. Steve supports the idea of something that is more 
professionally produced but wonders about the resources to do so (time, design, etc…). Maybe 
more of a cut-and-paste, not something as elaborate as Coastal Risk and Hazards Report. Judith 
suggests reorganizing the recommendations so it’s focused on who they’re directed to so it’s 
clear what recommendations are geared for legislators, which for planning commissions, etc… 
 
David reconsidered that perhaps something simpler makes sense with a cover page, general 
introduction, list of members, then just leave the three summaries as they are. Perhaps break it 
into recommendations for further research and recommendations for action. At October 
meeting we’ll need to go through recommendations internally to see which are still relevant, 
and perhaps focus on a few priorities. Melissa suggested we focus our energy on one primary 
presentation to legislators, commissions, public and other key stakeholders, then have targeted 
meetings later with certain committees and legislators on specific recommendations. 
 
Consensus around reformatting document and holding a public webinar this fall, which is part 
of our duty as a Commission. At October meeting, we will refine our legislative priorities with a 
goal of getting specific legislators together to meet on targeted issues post-election. 
 
Other 



Melissa and Judith shared interesting article about a ghost-gear collection and recycling 
program in the Stonington Maine area. http://www.islandinstitute.org/working-
waterfront/group-works-recycle-ghost-lobster-traps 
 
Next meeting October 26, 9-10am. 
 
Meeting adjourned 10:05am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa Paly 
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