
 
New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 

Attended via Zoom Remote Conference 
 

January 25, 2021 
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

 
INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Members in attendance: 
Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant), Sen. Bill Gannon (District 23), Cheri Patterson (NH Fish and Game 
Department), Jennifer Dijkstra (UNH School of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering), Brian Gennaco (Virgin 
Oyster Company), Sabrina Stanwood (NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources), Rep. Mike Edgar 
(Hampton), Sen. David Watters (District 4), Rep. J D Bernardy (South Hampton) 
 
Others in attendance: 
Chris Williams (NH Department of Environmental Services), Rachel Rouillard, Piscataqua Region Estuaries 
Partnership), Rep. Sherry Dutzy (Nashua), Sue Lambert (NH Department of Environmental Services), Laura Condon 

 
Erik Chapman opened the meeting. He read the Emergency Order Script and took roll-call. Commission members 
and attendees briefly introduced themselves. It was noted that three new members were added to the 
Commission; Sen. Bill Gannon (District 23), Rep. Mike Edgar (Hampton), and Rep. J D Bernardy (South Hampton). 
 
Agenda Items 
 

1. Approve notes from November 23, 2020 meeting 
 

Motion to approve by Sen. Watters. Seconded by Cheri Patterson, with a request for a correction to the spelling of 
the word “SeaTrac”. All in favor. One abstention. None opposed. Notes were passed, with corrections. 
 

2. Discuss postponed hearing for January 25, 2021 and Administrative Needs 
 

• Erik Chapman stated that the Commission originally planned to hold a hearing today, which was 
postponed.  

• Sen. Watters asked Erik Chapman if he could give a brief overview of the Commission’s work for the 
purpose of bringing new Commission members up to date. Erik stated that over the course of three years, 
the Commission spent time on three general issues: ocean acidification, nutrient loading and marine 
debris, microplastics and emerging toxins. The Commission consulted with a series of experts and became 
educated on each of the topics. From this information, the Commission then provided recommendations. 

• Erik Chapman also provided the Commission’s website address for additional information.  
• Sen. Watters gave additional details highlighting the three topics studied by the Commission, and stated 

that the Commission wants to make sure this information is shared in part to inform the legislature and 
municipal officials, but also because there is upcoming legislation relating to these issues. 

• Erik Chapman stated that the plan is to combine the Commissions three reports into a single report 
highlighting the Commission’s recommendations. 

• Sen. Watters stated that it would be useful to present the reports to the legislative body when the 
Commission is able, but suggested to send the three reports with cover letters to the legislation now. Sen. 
Watters added that this would be helpful as recent legislation was submitted relating to the Commission’s 
work, and this will give the Commission time to prepare a more finished report to present at a later date. 
Additionally, he recommended the Commission work with the Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership 
(PREP) to present the Commission’s report at one of their upcoming meetings. 

 

https://mypages.unh.edu/comnare/home


 
• Rachel Rouillard stated that she would begin the planning process to have the Commission’s presentation 

added to their agenda. 
• Both Rep. Mike Edgar and Rep. J D Bernardy agreed that it is a good idea to submit the reports to the 

legislature now.  
• Sen. Watters stated that the Commission is in need of resources and there may be grant funding available 

through The Nature Conservancy. 
• Erik Chapman stated that since Susan Lambert is leaving as the Commission’s note taker, this role will 

need to be filled. Cheri Patterson offered to have the NH Fish and Game Secretary help with note taking at 
future meetings. 

• Erik Chapman stated that he will continue to work on the agenda and schedule speakers for the meetings. 
He also stated that he and Michele Lemos can handle the technical support for the meetings if someone 
else is taking the notes. 

 
3. Commission Discussion  

 
Erik opened the meeting for discussion regarding concerns or ideas about how the Commission could add value 
and build on the work that the Commission has done to date. 
  

• Cheri Patterson stated that it would be good for this Commission to look into the issue of increased 
sediment in the Hampton-Seabrook estuary and the need for the harbor to be dredged more frequently, 
including issues associated with a retaining wall constructed adjacent to the middle ground clam flat in 
the early 2000’s. 

• Chris Williams added that there are a couple of different waterways that enter Hampton-Seabrook 
Harbor. These waterbodies move a lot of sediment that deposits in the channels and anchorages and 
cause problems for the fishermen and others navigating the harbor. The harbor is dredged about every 
seven or eight years. There is a lot of interest to try to look at a long-term strategy for the shoaling. The 
NH Port Authority has requested that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) conduct a feasibility 
study. This is a priority for the USACE, however funding for this study was not included in their most 
recent work plan. Hopefully, there will be monies available in the next USACE work plan to conduct this 
study to look at what is actually happening in the harbor. 

• Erik Chapman asked if the sediment issue in the Hampton-Seabrook Harbor is happening at a faster rate 
now. Chris Williams answered that it is not necessarily happening at a faster rate. He added that the 
retaining wall that Cheri Patterson was referring to was installed to eliminate erosion along River Street in 
Seabrook. The project fixed the erosion issue, but it appears to have created shoaling issues elsewhere in 
the harbor. 

• Cheri Patterson added that the sediment issues along with water quality concerns pertaining to 
aquaculture potential in the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary might be a good focus for this Commission. 

• Erik Chapman stated that the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary is definitely an area where the Commission 
could look at ways it can assist the folks who can potentially make a difference. 

• Rachel Rouillard stated that there is a new collaboration of partners working with Jay Diener of the 
Seabrook-Hamptons Estuary Alliance (SHEA), to develop a management plan and to look at bringing 
federal resources for restoration and other high priority projects to the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary. 
Rachel added that there are webinars that will be widely distributed to the partners that she will be happy 
to share with the Commission. 

• Sen. Watters stated that this could be an opportunity to invite house representatives and municipal 
officials from the area to join the meeting. 

• Erik Chapman recommended inviting Jay Deiner to come to discuss with the Commission efforts that are 
being made relating to the Hampton-Seabrook Estuary. 

• Sen. Watters asked Chris Williams what NHDES may be looking at in terms of impacts from the Piscataqua 
River turning basin improvement project. Chris Williams replied that this is a very large scale dredging 



 
project which will primarily benefit the industry on the NH side of the Piscataqua River, and is expected to 
begin in the fall. The dredging will take place mostly on the Maine side of the river and there will be some 
eelgrass impacts. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is currently looking at how to best mitigate and 
restore the eelgrass effectively. 
 

4. Announcements 
 
• Susan Lambert recently received a job promotion and will no longer be taking notes for the 

Commission’s meetings. The Commission wished here well in her new venture. 
• Sen. Watters gave a brief update on upcoming legislation.  A bill to put the Coastal Program and its 

functions into statute, establishing the Coastal Program administered by the Department of 
Environmental Services, will be part of the Omnibus Bill SB 146-FN. The fishing gear bill, establishing a 
surcharge on certain saltwater licenses and establishing a fund for derelict fishing gear and coastal 
cleanup, is also included in the same Omnibus Bill.  Sen. Watters added that there will be some 
upcoming legislation with the new funding from Senator Shaheen with regard to PFAS runoff, and he 
will be putting in a bill regarding the way outflow is measured at wastewater treatment plants to 
meet the nitrogen requirements from the EPA. 

• Sen. Mike Edgar stated that he is on the Public Work’s and Highways Committee, where they will be 
dealing with the capital budget soon. He asked to be included in any meetings that may take place 
regarding the Hampton-Seabrook Harbor, including issues relating to the retaining wall. 

  
5. Planning for next meeting  

 
• Erik Chapman will reach out to Jay Diener of SHEA to see if he can join us at the next Commission 

meeting to give an overview. 
• Erik Chapman will send an email cover letter to the broader legislative community presenting the 

Commission’s three reports. 
• Next meeting will be held virtually on Monday, February 22, 2021 via Zoom. 
 

6. Public Comment 
None 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:10 AM 
 
Cheri Patterson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Sabrina Stanwood seconded. Erik Chapman called the roll. 
All in favor. Meeting is adjourned.  
 
 
 
 


