
 

New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 

NHDES Portsmouth Regional Office 
Pease International Tradeport 

222 International Drive, Suite 175 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

 
January 27, 2020 

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
 

1. Introduction and Announcements 
 
Members in attendance: 

Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant), Sen. David Watters (District 4), Sen. Tom Sherman (District 24), Rep. Judith 

Spang (Town of Durham), Steve Couture (NH Department of Environmental Services), Melissa Paly (Conservation 

Law Foundation), Alix Laferriere (The Nature Conservancy), Rep. Jason Janvrin (Town of Seabrook), Cheri Patterson 

(NH Fish and Game), Jenn Dykstra (UNH School of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering), Brian Gennaco (Virgin 

Oyster Company) 

Others in attendance: 

Pete Bowman (DNCR – Natural Heritage Bureau), Rachel Rouillard (Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership), Sue 

Lambert (NH Department of Environmental Services) 

Erik Chapman opened the meeting. 

Announcements: 

• Sen. Sherman stated he recently attended a meeting in Rye, which included members of the Board of 

Selectmen, and they discussed the possibility of moving forward with prime wetlands designations. Sen. 

Watters added that he sponsored a bill several years ago, SB452, requiring certain state agencies to conduct an 

audit of laws governing coastal regions to enable authorities to take appropriate actions, which allows 

municipalities to use projected sea-level rise for coastal hazards, but also for zoning purposes. 

 

• Sen. Sherman stated that he is trying to mitigate the impact of new development on Berry’s Brook in Rye, NH. 

The corner of Washington Street and Lafayette Road is slated for development, which would pose a significant 

nitrogen burden on Berry’s Brook if the development is on septic versus the Portsmouth sewer system. The 

Town of Rye and City of Portsmouth are working on an intermunicipal agreement to expand Portsmouth’s 

sewer service to that area. 

 

• Sen. Sherman is also sponsoring a bill to form a committee to look at air pollution, and its effects on the 

environment and public health. Sen. Bradley will be co-sponsoring the bill. The committee will include the 

Conservation Law Foundation and will work with the New Hampshire Medical Society.  

 

• Erik Chapman stated sea-level rise would be a good future topic for the commission.  

 

• Steve Couture recommended looking at the potential ecological impacts of sea-level rise as a focus for this 

commission. 

 



 

• Melissa Paly stated that there is a lot of overlap on this topic with other groups such as Rep. Spang’s NH 

Shoreland Septic Systems Study Commission, which is looking at the impact of ground water rise on septic 

systems in the coastal zone. This is a subject that has been well studied and modeled by Jennifer Jacobs at UNH. 

Her models are being used in municipalities around the Great Bay watershed to very clearly identify the height 

of the water table that is expected to increase at different sea-level rise scenarios.  

 

• Erik Chapman added that the commission has an opportunity to focus on this and also support and 

complement work that has already been done and work that is ongoing. 

 

• Sen. Watters updated the commission on several of his bills. He stated that there is a hearing tomorrow on 

SB712, which adds a surcharge on certain saltwater licenses and establishes a fund for derelict fishing gear and 

coastal cleanup. Sen. Watters stated if committee members could attend or send a letter of support to the 

committee it would be helpful. Erik Chapman will draft a letter stating that SB172 was recommended by this 

commission.  

 

SB581, amending the eligibility criteria for obtaining a part-time commercial lobster and crab license, has not 

been scheduled for a hearing yet.  

 

SB728, establishing the coastal program administered by the Department of Environmental Services, has not 

been scheduled for a hearing yet.  

 

SB668, establishing an offshore wind commission, establishing an office of offshore wind industry development 

in the department of business and economic affairs, and making an appropriation therefor, has not been 

scheduled for a hearing yet.  

 

Finally, Sen. Watters stated that bill SB583, relative to the addition of climate and environmental sciences to 

the criteria for an adequate education, came out of the senate committee with a 3-2 vote because there are 

two senators who do not believe in climate change. Letters to your senators in support of this bill would be 

helpful. 

 

• Melissa Paly stated that the EPA’s Draft NPDES Great Bay Total Nitrogen General Permit for Wastewater 

Treatment Facilities in New Hampshire was released in the federal register on January 7, 2020. It is a proposal 

to establish effluent limitations and monitoring requirements for total nitrogen, ambient monitoring 

requirements, reporting requirements and standard conditions for 13 eligible wastewater treatment facilities 

that discharge into the Great Bay. The public comment period ends on March 9, 2020. There is a hearing about 

the proposed General Permit scheduled for February 19th at the NH Department of Environmental Services 

(NHDES) Portsmouth office. Melissa wanted commission members to be aware of this so that everyone would 

have the opportunity to read the draft permit, attend the public hearing and submit public comments. 

 

• Erik Chapman announced that the University of New Hampshire (UNH) School of Marine Science and Ocean 

Engineering and NH Sea Grant will be hosting a seminar on offshore wind on March 5th from 4-6 PM in the 

Squamscott Room at UNH. Representatives from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management will give a brief 

overview of their process for reviewing offshore wind projects. Erik also invited Matt Mailloux, who is the Office 

of Strategic Initiatives’ point person for the governor on offshore wind. The main speaker will be Grover Fugate, 

Executive Director of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council. He will detail how RI 

https://www3.epa.gov/region1/npdes/gbtn/gbtn-draft-gp.pdf


 
approached the development of offshore wind in RI state waters. He’s very interested in sharing lessons 

learned. 

 

• Alex Laferriere stated that The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is developing an ocean visualization tool that will help 

with offshore wind development in the North Atlantic. An internal TNC representative will assist with 

development to bring animal and habitat data and oceanographic data into the tool. A TNC representative from 

each state will be on the steering committee. NOAA is also on the steering committee to help develop this tool. 

Update on 2019 annual Report - Marine Debris 

Jenn Dykstra gave an overview of how she and Melissa Paly summarized the data for the commissions’ draft 2019 annual 

report section on marine debris. Jenn stated that she highlighted bullet points from the commission’s 2019 executive 

summaries to include presentations from the NOAA Marine Debris Program, Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation, 

NH Department of Fish and Game (NHF&G), and UNH.  A lot of the focus of the presentations was on derelict fishing gear 

and microplastics. Some of the take away messages were as follows:   

• Extent of impact of derelict fishing gear in the state of New Hampshire is unknown. 

• Most entanglement is thought to be caused by active gear, but derelict gear still plays a role.  

• Derelict fishing gear breaks down to become microplastics that are ingested (as well as from other sources). 

• NHF&G has an annual derelict fishing gear cleanup, and they have a 30-yard dumpster in Seabrook for disposal of 

gear. 

• There is not a lot of information on microplastics in New Hampshire. 

Melissa Paly stated that she went through all of the commission meeting notes and the high level points that Jenn Dykstra 

pulled together from all of the presentation materials, and highlighted what seemed to be the most significant findings that 

would lead to recommendations that might logically flow from this commission.  

Based on the report from Jen Kennedy, of Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation, listed below are the top five items 

found during 195 beach cleanups in 2018, which seemed to be where this commission would start thinking about what 

recommendations to make.  

1. Cigarette butts 
2. Rope from fishing gear 
3. Plastic pieces (from multiple sources) 
4. Foam pieces 
5. Wrappers 

 
Dr. Bonnie Brown, UNH Department of Biological Sciences Chair, spoke to the commission in March of 2019 about her 
research on microplastics, which was not limited to the New Hampshire coast. She stated that 20 percent of microplastics 
comes from derelict fishing gear while 80 percent is from terrestrial sources. Another significant finding from Jenn Dykstra’s 
summary was Dr. Brown’s statement that based on research, they recommend cleanups every other year because studies 
have shown that cleanups have resulted in a two-degree reduction in the amount of plastic trash, and that the real need is 
for human behavioral change, extended producer responsibility and other ways to reduce single use plastics. 
 
After reviewing all of these highlighted findings from what the commission has learned, and after discussion, 
recommendations for this commission to consider are as follows: 
 

• Reduce waste from derelict fishing gear. 

• Reduce single use plastics. 

• Extended producer responsibility. 



 

• Additional research relating impacts of microplastics on ecosystem and food chain. 

• Stormwater management. 

• Coordination with other states. 

• Consider recycling stream incentives. 

• Research, such as impacts of microplastics on ecosystem and food chain. 

• Education component. 

• State-wide inter-agency involvement. 

Discussion followed. Some of the key points are as follows: 

• Sen. Watters stated that there are ongoing discussions about extended producer responsibility. There are efforts in 

individual states, but this issue is going to require regional cooperation among legislators to come up with a model 

that could eventually pass in a few, if not all, of the states. Required recycled content in plastics seems to be the 

best way to drive the industry toward recycling and toward reducing the amount of plastic waste.  

• Rep. Janvrin stated that the Town of Hampton, the Hampton Beach State Park and Hampton Beach have all decided 

that the content of recycling bins will be disposed in the regular waste stream because there is currently no market 

for the material. The Hampton Board of Selectman have discussed alternative ways of using recyclable material, 

such as glass, which can be crushed and used as an aggregate in the construction of roads. They have not found a 

company who can do the work. 

• Melissa Paly stated that single use plastics are the highest frequency kinds of plastics that we are finding in the New 

Hampshire Coastal Zone. 

• Jenn Dykstra said that studies have shown that microplastics are retained in the tissues of fish, and are shunted out 

of the oyster’s digestive systems, but some are retained. Microplastics are also retained in scallop tissue and not 

wholly shunted.  

• There’s not enough research to show the potential harm of microplastics to human health. 

• Link outreach and education to human health and human consumption. 

• Microplastics come from multiple sources such as single use plastics, wastewater treatment plants, other trash, 

cigarette butts and airborne sources such as clothing.  

• Direct use and disposal, as well as storm water runoff contributes to the significant numbers of cigarette butts 

found on the beaches. 

• Steve Couture mentioned that several of the commission members are going to be involved in the Gulf of Maine 

Marine Debris Action Plan, which will be working on a lot of these same issues, and would be a great resource. 

• Sen. Sherman stated that the commission’s interim report is an opportunity for education and outreach.  

 

2. Approve notes from November 25, 2019 meeting. 

Motion to approve from Steve Couture. Seconded by Cheri Patterson. All in favor. None opposed. Notes passed. 

3. Planning for Next meeting 

The next commission meeting was scheduled for Monday, March 02, 2020 at NHDES, Portsmouth, NH.  

o Erik Chapman stated that he will be working with Melisa Paly and Jenn Dijkstra to finish the draft of the 

commission’s 2019 annual report, and it will be sent out over the next few weeks to commission members 

for discussion at the next meeting. 

o Discuss an outreach plan.  

o Future topic ideas: 

 



 
▪ Offshore wind 

▪ Sea-level rise 

▪ Warming/harmful algal blooms 

 

4 Public Comment 

None 

5 Meeting Adjourned 11:10 AM 


