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New Hampshire Coastal Marine Natural Resources and Environment Commission 
 

Zoom 

9:00 to 10:00am 
August 31st, 2020 

 
In attendance: Brian Gennaco (Virgin Oyster Company), Senator David Watters (District 4), 
Cheri Patterson (NH Fish & Game), Jason Janvrin (NH State Rep., Rockingham County), Melissa 
Paly (Conservation Law Foundation), Erik Chapman, Chair (NH Sea Grant), 
 
Others in Attendance:  Dr. Steve Jones (UNH), Judith Spang (House District 6)

Agenda:  
1. Approve notes from March and July meetings  
2. Discuss CoMNaRE Commission direction/next steps.  How can we make the 

commission’s work more impactful/meaningful?  
3. Plan next meeting  
4. Announcements  
5. Public comment  

 
Notes: 
 
Melissa – There is some concern about impact of the Commissions work, perhaps we need 
consider sharing our results more broadly.  We’ve focused more on sharing of information, less 
action so far. 
 
Judith – Understands the concern, but perhaps we are underselling what we’ve done. 
 
David W. – Agrees, we could better broadcast the report.  We can talk more about legislation in 
the Commission time.    
 
Melissa – We have three reports.  Maybe we could share results during a meeting of salt water 
legislators, within coastal communities to brief them on the findings.  This fall, also, we could 
use this time to hear from them, and what they would like to hear more about.   
 
David W. – We have to recognize that we do not have the financial support for Coastal Risks 
and Hazards Commission. But he agrees with the comments previously made. He suggests we 
put the three reports together into one document, with a preface that summarizes the 
recommendations.  Senate could print them, and make them available for a public forum.  
David suggests that we could continue to focus on how we can provide assistance to the 
aquaculture industry (oysters).   
 
Judith – Does the commission go far enough with respect to action?   Should we be going 
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further?  Can we talk about implementation?   
 
David W.  – It’s in our charge (the Commission’s) to make recommendations.  And propose 
prevention and mitigation strategies.   
 
Judith – She agrees with the plan to meet with Legislators to discuss the Commission’s work.   
 
David W.  It’s the election season now, but still it seems that people should still be able to 
attend.  We could aim to publish the larger, integrated, report in September, and then a 
meeting in October.  We could meet during our scheduled October meeting. 
 
Melissa – Suggests that when we announce the meeting, we could include questions to get 
feedback about what people are concerned about and what they would like to hear more 
about.  To use the meeting to gather information. 
 
Brian – Suggests involving conservation groups from towns in the meeting (briefing), in addition 
to state legislators.  It would be good to get these groups, particularly in Dover and Hampton, 
to get them involved.  We could also send a note to people who aren’t attending, and ask if 
they want to continue to be on the Commission.   
 
Judith –Agrees that we should reach out to people who aren’t attending, and to see if there are 
issues that they would like us to dig into it.   It would be good to see if we can get Geno 
Marconi, Director Ports and Harbors, to be involved.  We could also add new people to the 
committee. 
 
Cheri – Agrees that shaking up a committee with new members is a good avenue to bring 
people in and revive interest.   
 
David W   - Right now, the Newcastle – Rye Bridge and Hampton/Seabrook Rt. 1A Bridge, is 
taking up a lot of time for some folks, including Geno Marconi, regardless, it’s better for us to 
stick to the longer term problems.  The mood about environmental issues is of growing concern 
and interest in doing more.  Ocean Acidification, for example, warming of gulf waters. 
 
Melissa – Things that we’ve covered in the past may be of more interest than in the past, 
Melissa agrees with David W.’s observation.  Nutrients and OA in particular.  So, bringing up our 
three reports might be met with more interest. 
 
David W.  – Also wastewater permitting is almost there, there may be a window for some 
particular things to be recommended with respect to nutrients, and our nutrient report.  What 
are the mitigation steps that we should be taking now?  Marsh restoration is going to be more 
important.  So, it might be something for us to also reach out to 
 
Judith – Looking forward at other issues we could address: Sen Watters brought up marshes.  
Jet skis and their impact on marshes is a concern.  We could look further into work to enhance 
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the Great Marsh in the future.  
Sedimentation, setbacks (septic), is also very rich topic to take on.  Sediment – is in our 
legislation.  Sources of sediment, and what can we do to stop sedimentation.   
 
David W.  It would be good to bring 3 reports into a single file, set up a meeting with 
Commission legislators sometime in September.  
 
Janvrin- We should aim for between Sept 8th and Sept 18th to meet. Legislators will think of 
additional things to be able to bring up. 
 
Commission action with quorum: 
 
David W. move to approve March and July meetings as amended. 
Judith Spang seconded. 
 
Vote: 
Senator David Watters – yes 
Representative Judith Spang - yes 
Brian Gennaco – yes 
Representative Jason Janvrin – yes 
Erik Chapman– yes 
Cheri Patterson– yes 
Melissa Paly – yes 
 
Vote: 7:0:0, motion carries 

 
Discussion of when next meeting will be held - September 21st, 2020, 9:00-10:00 am  
Action Items: 
 

• Contact Commission members for issues for the Commission to discuss and work on.  
• Organize an effort to publish the reports in September. 
• Meet with salt water legislators sometime between September 8 and September 18 

(doodle poll) 
• Present draft report at September meeting (Sept 21, 9-10 am) 
• Target briefing for October 26, 2020, for salt water legislators to discuss the Commission 

report, also invite municipal conservation commissions. 
 
Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent. 

 


