
Portfolio Part 5: My Next Steps 

Currently, I am enrolled in the accelerated master’s program at UNH and will be continuing 

this next year to pursue a masters in Earth Science with a focus in geochemical systems. I am 

very excited for this next part of my life and will be using this opportunity to continue my 

research on carbon cycling and methane production from thawing permafrost in the Arctic. After 

completing my master’s I would like to pursue a career in research and public service. My ideal 

job would be at a state or federal agency conducting research or advising policy. While my 

master’s will primarily focus on my primary major I will be able to bring in skills that I have 

gained from the Sustainability Dual Major. I have also contemplated returning to academia after 

working for a few years to pursue a PhD. I hope to incorporate my dual major wherever I go by 

bringing my well-rounded education and experience working with interdisciplinary groups with 

me. My dual major experience provides me with the opportunity to bring my scientific research 

in my primary area of study to the next level by considering the social and economic impacts of 

my work. I also want to get more involved in science communication and use my knowledge of 

working with different stakeholders and people from different backgrounds to work on 

framework to better publicize science and make my research accessible to a wide audience.  

 One of the most valuable attitudes I have gained in the sustainability dual major is the 

importance of bringing different disciplines together and the value that other attitudes and 

backgrounds can bring to a project. I can incorporate this into my research project by bringing in 

disciplines such as geography and social science to gain a more holistic picture of the impacts 

that permafrost thaw and greenhouse gas emissions have on ecology and society in the arctic. I 

have talked in my other reflections about how sustainability has broadened my knowledge and 

given me a well-rounded base. This is useful because it enables me to bring a holistic approach 

to any project that I work on in my future career by considering the environmental, social, and 

economic aspects of any issue. I have also been exposed to organizations and working groups 

that I never knew existed before, such as NHCAW, and have connections to different 

professionals that have experience working on sustainability issues. These connections may be 

useful to me one day when I work on solving environmental issues that have impacts in other 

sectors of sustainability. While my future career path is more focused on my primary major 

skills, I know that I will carry my sustainability knowledge and skills everywhere.  

https://ceps.unh.edu/earth-sciences/program/ms/geochemical-systems-specialization
https://www.nhcaw.org/

