
Career and Next Steps 

In our class discussions, it has been brought up time and time again how there is room for 

sustainability in every field.  The versatility of sustainability is something that I believe I will be 

able to use to my advantage, should I start working before I decide to go back to school.  One of 

the most specific skills which I think I will carry with me is my experience learning about the co-

production of knowledge stage of collaboration, which we discussed in the 501 course.  I think 

that learning all of the necessary steps that need to occur before collaboration can occur, 

especially that all of the stakeholders need to agree upon the problem, is very useful knowledge 

which I will carry into my career.  I have found that even outside of professional environments, 

when there is a disagreement or a misunderstanding between people, it is best to take the time to 

agree upon what your problem is before you can begin discussing it.  These were all lessons that 

I took in from the 501 course.   

In terms of jobs and careers, sustainability is what sparked my interest in what I might 

like to do.  In our 401 course, we learned about the importance of local farming and small scale 

farm production, and it exposed me to the environmental and social risks that are associated with 

large scale agriculture.  I had been vegetarian for many years for social and environmental 

reasons, but this course convinced me that I had to take bigger steps into buying local. After 

learning about sustainable farming, I decided to intern last summer on an organic farm in 

Connecticut, and I am hoping to spend this upcoming summer working on a farm as well.   

The 401 course and my electives are where I found my inspiration for what I might like 

to do for a career, after I go back to school.  I have learned about all of the natural disasters that 

will be worsened in the face of climate change, and the different social groups which will be 

disproportionately affected by the damages of climate change.  Learning about this made me 



want to go back to school, to hopefully be able to work in the field of urban planning, with a 

focus on climate adaptation.  Sustainability has brought me the exposure to on-going social and 

environmental problems which has inspired me to want to continue learning, and to hopefully 

end up working in a field where I will be able to help. 


