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I have previously written about my favorite three out of the five electives which I have 

taken as a SDM.  Those course were about the economics behind climate change, multi-sector 

strategies for solving sustainability challenges, and implementation of environmental policy.  I 

will go on to expand upon my favorite, and most beneficial SDM elective. 

Multi-sector Strategies for Sustainability  

The course which I enjoyed the most and feel that I got the most out of was one that I 

took when I studied abroad in Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany.  Freiburg is a city in southwest 

Germany’s black forest, which is often referred to as the “green city.”  The neighborhoods, 

layout, infrastructure and greenspaces of the city were all planned with sustainability in mind; so 

this was the model community for me to be studying and observing sustainability.  

The course which I consider my favorite elective was called Multi-sector Strategies for 

Sustainability.  In this course, we explored the sustainable governance practices within Freiburg, 

and learned about how to apply these practices to our home communities.  This course took an 

interactive approach on emphasizing the importance of stakeholder involvement in tackling 

sustainability challenges.  During this course, we would devote a portion of the lecture time to 

walking around the city and learning about the different sustainable buildings and practices, but a 

large portion of the course was built on collaborative work.  As part of our course work, our class 

of 13 students all came together to decide upon a sustainability challenge which we would like to 

solve, and we were to work together to build an action plan for this problem.  Each member of 

the class took on the role of a different stakeholder and we were to collaborate with the other 

stakeholders to build and action plan and to advocate for our stakeholder involvement.   

Building this action plan with my fellow classmates taught me so much about the delicate 

and complicated nature of working collaboratively with people from different backgrounds and 

with varying interests.   The people in this class all came from different parts of the world, 

different majors and backgrounds, and were all representing different stakeholders; so there was 

a tremendous amount of necessary conversation and compromise to come to an agreement upon 

what would be included in our action plan.  From this, I gained an immensely stronger 

appreciation for the work which is put into tackling sustainability challenges; collaboration is 



difficult and advanced work, and I came to realize that your ability to collaborate dictates 

whether or not the problem can actually be solved by you.  In many cases, the strongest people in 

the room are the ones who know the most about the topic, but in this case, the strongest people in 

the room are the people who can best compromise, mediate, and efficiently collaborate with a 

group.   

I felt like I gained new knowledge and new experiences which I will be able to use 

further within my sustainability major and career.  I was able to learn so much about working 

with others through building the action plan in this course, and I think that the next time I have 

the opportunity to work in a collaborative group like this, I will be able to come into the situation 

with some experience, some knowledge of what went right and wrong last time, and I will be 

able to apply this knowledge.   

  


