
Portfolio Part 2: SUST Electives 
 

During my college years, I was given the opportunity to take Sustainability electives. I 

was even given the opportunity to take classes in Australia that counted towards my 

Sustainability major. The electives I chose were some of the most interesting and important 

classes I took in college. The most memorable classes I took were Queer Sustainability, 

Sustainable Development and Society and Field Analysis of Rainforest and Coastal Regions. 

Field Analysis of Rainforest and Coastal Regions 

Field analysis of Rainforest and Coastal Regions was a class I took while I was studying 

abroad in Australia. This class will forever stand out as one of my favorite courses. This class 

was a five-day intensive class where the students lived on North Stradbroke island in 

Queensland. The purpose of the class was to be able to understand and analyze different aspects 

of plant and wildlife on the island. During the course, we collected quantitative data on plants as 

well as observed certain animal life to understand the degradation of the island due to climate 

change. One species we observed was the ghost crab. We measured how far their burrows were 

from the inland rainforest to understand how much of the beach had been degraded since the last 

time the professor collected the same data: two years prior to our class.  



 

This picture was taken on the far north point of the island.  

One important concept I learned during this course was that climate change affects 

different part of the world very differently. Australia has been affected much more by climate 

change than the US because it is such a small continent. The rising sea levels and rising average 

temperatures have caused detrimental storms and erosion of the beaches and other wetlands 

across the continent. I also learned the importance of using quantitative data to better understand 

climate change. It was very interesting to measure burrow holes of ghost crabs and study the 

swimming patterns of Bottlenose dolphins to better understand how climate change was 

specifically affecting North Stradbroke Island.  

This course contributed to my Sustainability major because it showed me the importance 

of thinking and analyzing sustainability on a much broader scale. Climate change affects 

different parts of the world in very different ways. I think it is important we recognize this 

because often in sustainability courses and electives at UNH we rarely discuss other parts of the 



world and how climate change is affecting them, as well as what sustainable solutions they have 

implemented to combat climate change.  

 

This picture was taken on North Stradbroke Island. It was interesting to see the different 
ecosystems on the island. This is the rainforest that sits in the middle of the island.  

Sustainable Development and Society 

Sustainable Development and Society is another Another memorable Sustainability 

elective I took during my time in Australia. This course discussed the differing factors that affect 

climate change as well as the sustainable development that has been implemented in Australia. 

One portion of the class consisted of conducting an experiment. We grew tomato plants using 

organic and basic fertilizer to find which plant grew faster and larger. Almost all of the plants 



ended up dying because the students in the class, mostly the US students, did not understand how 

the climate affects the plants. We did not water the plants enough and they all eventually died. In 

this class we also visited an eco community in Queensland. This community was completely 

sustainable. Every part of their community worked together into one large system that used solar 

energy to power the homes, stores and even their cars! The community even had a school which 

the parents took turns teaching the children. Although the community seemed very sustainable, it 

is one of the most expensive communities to live in within Australia. It was very important to see 

this community, because although they were deemed sustainable, an expensive community is 

incredibly unsustainable.  

 
Pictured above are our plants we attempted to grow in our class.  

One of the most important aspects of this class that I will never forget are the different 

aspects of sustainable development. Throughout my courses at UNH, we discussed in depth the 

different aspects of environmental degradation and the importance of sustainability. But, we 

never touched upon the actual building process and implementation of sustainable development. 



This course also demonstrated that larger scale sustainable development is easily achievable. As 

I saw in the eco community in Queensland, sustainable development can be achieved if there are 

policies and laws enacted to motivate states to push for sustainable development. With this new 

knowledge, I will hopefully work with different communities in the future to push towards 

community centered sustainable development.  

This course contributed to my Sustainability major because it gave me a better 

understanding of sustainable development and how to achieve it. This class also taught me the 

importance of community building when discussing sustainable development. The best way in 

which to push for sustainable solutions is to have a community working towards the same goal. 

Although I have learned this in other sustainability classes, it was important for me to see this in 

a real world application to better understand that sustainable progress is very possible. 

Queer Sustainability  

Finally, Queer Sustainability was a Women’s Studies course I took at UNH. The course 

focused on aspects of sustainability such as agriculture, water, waste etc. The class, unlike other 

sustainability courses, uses a feminist/queer lens to analyze the issues regarding sustainability. 

The class was comprised of readings and other multi media to better understand different aspects 

of sustainability with a queer lens. A queer lens highlights the importance of discussing who 

specifically is affected most by climate change, and how we can better align our sustainable 

solutions to ensure all people, not just those of privileged identities, are helped.  

The most important knowledge I gained from Queer Sustainability is that marginalized 

identities are negatively affected far greater by climate change than dominant identities (white 



middle class people). Marginalized identities are often living in communities that face greater 

amounts of pollution, toxins, and other chemicals. Marginalized communities are often located 

where landfills and incinerators also sit, as well as live in communities where storms caused by 

climate change hit the hardest and cause the most irreversible damage. Marginalized identities 

often do not have the resources to help one another because they are in a lower socioeconomic 

status and do not hold a voice in their and other surrounding communities that can bring 

immediate and purposeful change to their communities to combat climate change.  

After taking this course, my original ideas and thoughts surrounding sustainability have 

forever changed. I now understand how climate change disproportionately affects marginalized 

identities and in the future, I hope to work alongside marginalized communities because they 

should be at the forefront of climate change conversations and solutions. Queer Sustainability 

also helped me understand that like my Women’s Studies Major, it is important to use a 

intersectional lens when discussing sustainable solutions to ensure you are including all 

communities in the sustainable solution process. Overall, all of the sustainability courses I have 

taken throughout college have helped shape my ideas and perceptions of sustainability. I cannot 

wait to enter the work force and implement everything I have learned--the courses I have taken 

have not only shaped my thoughts on sustainability but my overall values and morals as a 

person.  


