
Sustainability Electives 

I have taken five different electives towards my sustainability dual major, some abroad 

and some here at UNH.  Here is some information about my three favorite ones! 

Economics of Climate Change- UNH 

This course looked at climate change through the lens of economics and public policy.  

We used economic analysis to examine and compare different environmental policy instruments 

such as direct subsidies, administrative regulation, carbon permits, and tax incentives.  We also 

looked into the history various international environmental agreements and their effectiveness.  I 

chose to take this course because my primary major is economics and I was looking to gain some 

perspective on how my two majors could potentially be applied together in a practical setting.  

Throughout my courses as an economics major, I had been feeling incredibly conflicted, as all of 

the models I had been learning took into account things like consumption, output, and net profit; 

but never environmental well-being.  This course changed my former attitude towards economics 

within sustainability, and I was able to gain a better understanding on the idea of how economic 

instruments can be used to address environmental concerns.  From this course I learned how to 

objectively look at environmental policy, regulations, and incentives, and I can now apply those 

findings to the challenges I will be assessing within the field of sustainability. 

Multi-sector Strategies for Sustainability- Freiburg, Germany 

This course offered an interactive approach to studying and understanding sustainable 

governance and practices within Freiburg, and offered the knowledge and linkages necessary to 

apply these lessons to our local communities in the United States.  This course emphasizes the 

need to include stakeholders from a variety of backgrounds in order to achieve a relevant 

solution.  As part of our course work, each student in our class of 13 took on the role of a 

different but relevant stakeholder, and we worked together within our roles to develop and action 

plan to solve the food waste problem in Chicago Public Schools.  I was able to learn a lot from 

building this action plan along with my classmates; including how to collaborate with a large 

group with varying interests, how to ensure the proper stakeholders are involved and represented, 

and how to advocate for my needs as a stakeholder in a professional setting.  This course has 

given me an immense appreciation for the effort which goes into working collaboratively to 



tackle sustainability challenges, and a small dose of the experience I will need to hopefully one 

day be working in the field and tackling these challenges myself. 

Environmental Policy- Freiburg, Germany 

During this course, we look at forest and climate policy at the local, nation, European 

Union, and global level.  This course went into the difficulty of integrating scientific knowledge 

into policy and policy implantation, and offered a historical perspective on environmental policy 

and regulation.  Through this course, we were able to visit the European Parliament and the 

European Council in Strasburg, France, where we were able to speak directly with workers from 

the institution and to sit in on a parliamentary assembly.  Environmental policy introduced to me 

the lengthy and difficult processes which are constantly taking place in order to implement 

environmental policy.  Within my sustainability major, I can use these skills to more thoughtfully 

look at policy which has been put into place, and to understand the work and knowledge that it 

has taken in order to develop and implement that policy.  Below is a photo of the European 

Parliament building! 
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